
 Revive WEEK FOUR March 19 
 Anybody watch the Super Bowl? 

 Me too. 

 We’re in good company - 113 million Americans tuned in. 

 It was a great game that went down to the final minute. 

 And in between plays were lots of commercials. 

 One that caught my attention was by Google Pixel 

 advertising their latest smartphone. 

 It includes a feature that allows you to magically erase 

 anything in a picture you took that you don’t like. 

 Such as the random stranger in the background who ruined the shot. 

 With one swipe, he’s out of the picture. 

 This also works with old photos. 

 If there are people from your past that you would just 

 as soon no longer look at - like an ex partner, friend or co-worker - 

 you can magically erase them too. 

 In terms of technology, this sounds like a really helpful tool. 

 If only life were like that. 

 If only we could press a button and magically fix everything 

 about ourselves we don’t like: our faults, our failings, 

 our embarrassing moments, and our sins. 

 On our own, we can’t. 

 Real change is possible, but only with God’s help. 

 SCREEN  : Revive main screen 
 This is week four of our Lenten message series titled, Revive. 

 God wants to shock our faith back to life, to revive us. 

 In Lent we are being called to erase those things in our 

 lives that keep us from the life God wants for us. 

 Today’s Gospel story of the healing of the man born blind 

 shows us how to do that. 

 SCREEN  : blank red background 



 Now, to really understand what took place with this miracle, 

 it’s important to know how people back then looked at blindness. 

 If someone was born blind, they were seen as cursed by God. 

 Jewish law said a blind man couldn’t serve as a priest. 

 If someone was blind, they had no control - no ability to earn a living - 

 so they were considered a burden to their families 

 and often reduced to a life of begging. 

 And the people of Jesus’ day avoided those who were blind, or lame, 

 or sick in any way. 

 But not Jesus. 

 Listen again to how Jesus healed the blind man: 

 Jesus spat on the ground 

 and made clay with the saliva, 

 and smeared the clay on his eyes, 

 and said to him, 

 “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” —which means Sent—. 

 SCREEN  : So he went and washed, and came back able  to see. 
 Jesus did what no one else could or would do for the man. 

 Why? 

 The answer is that he looked upon the man born blind with love; 

 he saw a child of God, a brother in need of healing. 

 Christ’s love broke down the barriers, the walls and 

 the prejudices of his day to give sight to someone in need. 

 He also saw in the man born blind a person 

 who believed in him who he could lead to deeper faith. 

 It was an amazing miracle, an incredible cause for rejoicing. 

 But how sad that the Pharisees missed God at work in this miracle 

 simply because it didn’t fit their understanding of how God worked. 

 They were completely blind to the presence of God in their midst. 

 SCREEN  : blank red background 
 Now, put yourself in the place of the man who was healed. 



 What would you have done with your new vision and life of freedom? 

 Maybe go find work so you wouldn’t have to beg anymore? 

 Perhaps enjoy the pleasures of life you’d missed out on? 

 The blind man could have done all that, but instead 

 he returned to Jesus to discover more about him 

 and by choosing to become a follower, he helped others see that Jesus is Lord. 

 So from this situation of blindness, hopelessness and brokenness, 

 we don’t just see the healing of one person, 

 but a vision of what Christ wants to do for each of us. 

 Jesus can reveal to us what we are missing in our lives, 

 the things we aren’t seeing in ourselves that blind us to his presence. 

 So let me ask you: 

 what are you not seeing in yourself? 

 What are your blind spots? 

 Are there things that keep tripping you up, 

 that keep you from moving forward, that keep you in darkness? 

 Let me speak about two traps we can all fall into that can keep us blind. 

 SCREEN  : arrogance 
 The first trap is arrogance and we 

 saw an example of this in today's first reading. 

 When the prophet Samuel showed up at Jesse’s house to anoint 

 a new king, Jesse didn’t even invite his youngest son David. 

 Jesse was convinced that God would never choose puny little David. 

 That same arrogance, convinced of one’s rightness, 

 also afflicted the Pharisees in the Gospel. 

 They were absolutely convinced that Jesus could not be the chosen one sent by God. 

 To them he was merely a rule breaker- he healed the blind man on the sabbath. 

 This arrogance, this trap, can afflict all of us 

 and it often begins with a single thought, 

 “I know better. I know better than my spouse, 

 my boss, my teacher, my Church. 



 I know better than God!” 

 Arrogance that goes unchecked, festers and grows. 

 It can lead to conflict and isolation from others and 

 spiritual blindness that keeps you from seeing 

 other people and situations clearly. 

 And worst of all, it can keep you from seeing 

 the things within you that need God’s healing. 

 Now the challenge when it comes to this trap is 

 that it is so much easier to see when someone else 

 is being arrogant and so difficult to see it in yourself. 

 Answer this question: 

 when was the last time you were wrong about something? 

 If you aren’t sure when or if it’s been a long time, 

 there is a really good chance you’ve fallen into the trap of arrogance. 

 SCREEN  : fear 
 A second trap we can all fall into is fear. 

 When fear takes root within you, 

 you remain stuck - emotionally and spiritually - 

 always keeping to what is safe and comfortable and easy. 

 When fear rules a person’s heart, they stop growing and learning, 

 their world and their perspective on life shrinks. 

 Fearful people don’t make good disciples because 

 they won’t speak up for Christ and don’t share their faith. 

 We find an example of this in the longer form of today’s Gospel reading. 

 When the Pharisees approached the parents of 

 the blind man who had been healed, 

 they wouldn’t vouch for their own son. 

 Why? Fear! 

 Fear can trap all of us in the same way. 

 We don’t step up, don’t speak out, don’t do anything 

 that might rock the boat or requires taking a risk. 



 And it keeps us from the life God wants for us. 

 How do you know if you’ve fallen into the trap of fear? 

 Well, answer these questions: 

 is there something you regret not doing or not saying? 

 Did fear hold you back? 

 If you had a do-over, would you act differently? 

 SCREEN  : arrogance and fear 
 What is blinding you? 

 What needs healing? 

 Is it one of the two traps I mentioned or something else? 

 Whatever is there, I challenge you to own up to it 

 and commit to change. 

 As Catholics, one of the greatest tools to heal us 

 of our spiritual blindness is the Sacrament of Reconciliation - 

 also called confession. 

 When we confess our sins, we meet the very same Jesus 

 from today’s Gospel. 

 And just like with the man born blind, Jesus looks at us with love, 

 knows exactly what we are struggling with and offers us healing. 

 Through the sacrament, Christ washes us clean so we can 

 see ourselves and God clearly and move deeper in faith. 

 Sadly, confession has become a forgotten sacrament 

 for most Catholics. 

 Few avail themselves of this incredible gift. 

 Without confession and healing, we can remain trapped in 

 our sins and blind to God’s love in our lives and our world. 

 I want to encourage you to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 between now and Easter. 

 SCREEN  : Reconciliation announcement screen 
 Here at St. Pius we have four upcoming opportunities to go to confession. 

 The next two Saturday afternoons from 4:45-5:15 



 and the next two Thursday evenings from 7-8pm. 

 Fr. Treston from the monastery will join me on Thursday March 30 to 

 assist with confessions. 

 And if you prefer to go to confession somewhere other than St. Pius, 

 every parish has opportunities, as well as the Shrine in Washington D.C. 

 Let me say a few things to help encourage you to approach the sacrament. 

 First, if it’s been a while since your last confession, 

 don’t worry, you can’t do it wrong. 

 The priest will help you if you get stuck. 

 We’ve even prepared a guide to help you  (hold up). 

 You can grab one of these from the tables at the exit 

 and this is also included in our e-bulletin. 

 And copies will be available during confession times. 

 The back of this sheet is an examination of conscience. 

 It will help you in seeing any blindspots, any areas in your life 

 in need of Christ’s healing. 

 This guide also goes through all the steps, including the Act of Contrition. 

 Another thing I want you to know is that there is nothing 

 you could confess that the priest hasn’t heard many times before. 

 You may think your sins are unique but trust me, they aren’t. 

 Most people struggle with similar sins. 

 Also, remember that the priest stands in the place of Christ not to judge you, 

 not to wag a finger, but to heal and forgive you. 

 And priests go to confession too - we know what it’s like. 

 Speaking personally as a confessor for nearly forty years, 

 I rejoice anytime someone comes to confession - 

 no matter how long it’s been or what they’ve done. 

 So don’t let fear or doubt stand in the way of God’s mercy and love. 

 Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Lent. 

 SCREEN  : Revive main screen 
 I began my message talking about Google Pixel’s magic eraser. 



 It gives the illusion of a perfect life free of mistakes. 

 With Christ’s gift of reconciliation, we have something real and true. 

 A God who can help us remove those things in our lives that 

 keep us in the dark. 

 A God who can help us see him and others clearly. 

 A God who can revive our faith. 

 Amen. + 


